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PRELIMINARY CRUISE REPORT

Cruise name/number: PELGAS 2022 (R/V THALASSA)

Authorizations:

Coastal State Authorization Document Number National Participant(s)
Spain NV 58/18.2, CO/22/08 Aitor Lekanda
Scientist in charge of reporting:
Name: Mathieu Doray
Country/Nationality: France / French
Affiliation: DECOD (Ecosystem Dynamics and Sustainability), IFREMER, INRAE,
Institut Agro, Nantes, France
Address: Unité Ecologie et Modeles pour I'Halieutique
rue de I'lle d'Yeu
B.P. 21105
44311 Nantes Cedex 03
Telephone: 0033 240374165
Email: Mathieu.doray@ifremer.fr
Website (for CV and photo): https://annuaire.ifremer.fr/cv/17093/en/

Brief description of scientific objective:

The PELGAS sea cruises aim at monitoring the Bay of Biscay pelagic ecosystem, in order
to provide scientific data for the implementing of an ecosystemic management of Biscay
living ressources. The spatial and temporal dynamics of small pelagic fish populations are
specifically monitored, with a focus on anchovy and sardine populations. The cruise
hence takes place in spring, when both species are spawning, to allow for the
assessment of both eggs and adult stages.

The PELGAS ecosystemic cruise aims at collecting data at each level of the Biscay pelagic
trophic chain. Data are collected continuously along parallel transects covering the
whole Bay of Biscay, in order to thoroughly characterize the horizontal and vertical
structures of the pelagic ecosystem. Multibeam and multifrequency echosounders
provide real time information on the spatial patterns and abundance of pelagic
organisms ranging from plankton to fish. Simultaneously, a Continuous Fish Egg Sampler
provide complementary data on small pelagic fish eggs. The presence and abundance of
seabirds and marine mammals are also continuously recorded.

Acoustic targets are punctually identified by fishing (pelagic trawling and plankton nets).
CTD stations are actually performed over the whole Bay of Biscay to provide hydrological
information. In situ measurements are compared to satellite and hydrodynamic models
outputs.

The PELGAS cruise is part of the "Fisheries Information System" implemented by the
"Biological and Environmental Resources" Ifremer department. Data are collected within
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the EU Data Collection Regulation framework and are used to assess the anchovy and
sardine stocks within the ad-hoc International Council for the Exploration of the Sea
(ICES) working groups. The sea cruise is internationally coordinated with Spanish,
Portuguese and English cruises within the ICES WGACEGG working group. The survey
also collects data on nutrients useful for descriptor D5 of the Marine Strategy
Framework Directive. The numerous parameters collected during the PELGAS sea cruises
will actually provide indicators to assess the good ecological state of the Biscay pelagic
ecosystem, within the framework of the new EU directive.

Update on anticipated dates for delivery of final results:

Metadata:

https://campagnes.flotteoceanographique.fr/series/18/fr/index.htm

Raw Data:

Processed Data:

Data Analysis:

Data will be processed, shared and presented at the ICES WGACEGG annual
meeting in November 2022

WODC Data
Registration
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Append image or URL illustrating the route of the platform, locations where measurements

were taken, and actual cruise track:
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PELGAS 2022 survey summary map.
Triangles: acoustic/CUFES samples, piecharts: trawl catches, stars: CTD casts.

Réf :
DRAFT STANDARD FORM C
Art 249 from UN Covention of law of the sea
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