[image: image1.png]44/\

Flotte océanographique francaise




DRAFT STANDARD FORM C PRELIMINARY CRUISE REPORT
	Cruise name/number:
	PELGAS2019


Authorizations:

	Coastal State
	Authorization Document Number
	National Participant(s)

	Spain
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Scientist in charge of reporting:

	Name:
	Mathieu Doray

	Country/Nationality:
	French

	Affiliation:
	Ifremer

	Address:
	rue de l'Ile d'Yeu 
B.P. 21105 44311 Nantes Cedex 03 

	Telephone:
	332 40 37 41 65

	Email:
	mathieu.doray@ifremer.fr

	Website (for CV and photo):
	http://annuaire.ifremer.fr/cv/17093/


Brief description of scientific objective:
The PELGAS survey series aims at monitoring the Bay of Biscay pelagic ecosystem, in order to inform the ecosystem based management of the European Atlantic Area. The spatial and temporal dynamics of small pelagic fish populations are specifically monitored, with a focus on anchovy populations. The cruise hence takes place in spring, during anchovy spawning, to allow for the assessment of both eggs and adult stages.

The PELGAS integrated survey aims at collecting data on the main components of the Bay of Biscay pelagic ecosystem. Data are collected continuously along parallel transects covering the whole Bay of Biscay, in order to thoroughly characterize the horizontal and vertical structures of the pelagic ecosystem. Multibeam and multifrequency echosounders provide real time information on the spatial patterns and abundance of pelagic organisms ranging from plankton to fish. Simultaneously, a Continuous Fisg Egg Sampler provide complementary data on small pelagic fish eggs. The presence and abundance of seabirds and marine mammals are also continuously recorded.

Acoustic targets are punctually identified by fishing (pelagic trawling and plankton nets) and/or using video (trawl camera, Remotely Operated Vehicle EROC, plankton video profiler). CTD stations are actually performed over the whole Bay of Biscay to provide hydrological information. In situ measurements are compared to satellite and hydrodynamic models outputs.

The PELGAS cruise is part of the “Fisheries Information System” implemented by the “Biological and Environmental Resources” Ifremer department. Data are collected within the EU Data Collection Regulation framework and are used to assess the anchovy, sardine and horse mackerel stocks within the ad-hoc International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) working groups. The sea cruise is internationally coordinated with Spanish, Portuguese and English cruises within the ICES WGACEGG working group. The survey also collects data on nutrients useful for descriptor D5 of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. The numerous parameters collected during the PELGAS sea cruises will actually provide indicators to assess the good ecological state of the Biscay pelagic ecosystem, within the framework of the new EU directive.
Update on anticipated dates for delivery of final results:

	Metadata:
	cf. https://campagnes.flotteoceanographique.fr/campaign?id=18001109

	Raw Data:
	Raw data are available upon request

	Processed Data:
	Processed data will be published in the 2019 Report of the Working Group on Southern Horse Mackerel, Anchovy and Sardine (WGHANSA) that will take place in November, 2019.

	Data Analysis:
	Results of data analysis will be published in the 2019 Report of the Working Group on Southern Horse Mackerel, Anchovy and Sardine (WGHANSA) that will take place in November, 2019.

	WODC Data Registration (if applicable):
	Accession number


Append image or URL illustrating the route of the platform, locations where measurements were taken, and actual cruise track: https://campagnes.flotteoceanographique.fr/campaign?id=18001109
